“wisdom to enjoy jesus”

Ecclesiastes 8:14 – 17
· The knowledge of the divine produces an understand of the Holy that results in the true wisdom of God.  ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Misery is the frustration and perplexity intensified by our ignorance of our future.  _____________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· A confession of ignorance is the first step towards true knowledge. _________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· The focus of the Book of Ecclesiastes is on Man the creature,  ____________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· In our last sermon:  ______________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
– in our text – 

· The Bible teaches that ___________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The Relevant Question >  “How ought we to enjoy Jesus?”
1 – Eliminate the _____________________________________  
v14  “There is a vanity which occurs on earth…”  

· Vanity speaks of the  _____________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· A philosophy of secular humanism that pursues the pleasures of the flesh,  __________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· It is true, the righteous in not always rewarded, and the wicked is not always punished.  Sometimes, ___________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· These depressing mysteries are troubling and appear impossible to be resolved “under the sun.”  Only through a faith in and a joy in Jesus  ____________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2 – Enjoy the ________________________________________  

v15  “Then I decided to spend my time having fun because I felt that there was nothing better in all the earth than that a man should eat, drink, and be merry...”  
· Here, Solomon encourages us to be joyous, cheerful, and merry.  _________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Keep in mind this admonition is not the lustful eat, drink, and be merry philosophy  ____________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· It is not the Epicurean philosophy; the pursuit of greed and sensuality.  _____________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Instead of grumbling about what we  _________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· After all, life is to be enjoyed.  ______________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3 – Embrace the _____________________________________  

v17a > “I saw everything God does, and I realized that no one can really understand what happens.”
· Through many difficult days and sleepless nights, Solomon applies himself diligently to understanding the mysteries of life.  ________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· True of the matter, God does not expect us to know the unknowable, but  ___________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
v17b > “We may be very wise, but no matter how much we try or how much we claim to know, we cannot understand it all...”
· Solomon reminds us that we cannot understand everything.  ______________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Solomon concludes that wisdom is important  _________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· We thank God for Jesus and for divine love that  _______________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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